
How to Form an LLC in New Jersey Yourself (2026
Costs and Steps)
A free step-by-step guide from BusinessOwner.com. State information verified from official sources on
September 15, 2026.

Quick answer
The filing fee is $100. File your Certificate of Formation with the New Jersey Department of
the Treasury, Division of Revenue and Enterprise Services (DORES) at file online with DORES.

Step 1: Check that your LLC name is available
Search the agency's business name records before filing to ensure your desired name is
available.

Step 2: Choose a registered agent
The registered agent can be the business owner or someone else, but must have a New Jersey
address. The LLC must continuously maintain an office in New Jersey and an agent for service
of process (N.J.S.A. 42:2C-14).

Step 3: File your Certificate of Formation
File your Certificate of Formation with the New Jersey Department of the Treasury, Division of
Revenue and Enterprise Services (DORES) online at file online with DORES. The filing fee is
$100.

Step 4: Create an operating agreement
Create an operating agreement that covers ownership percentages, member roles and
responsibilities, voting procedures, and what happens if a member leaves the LLC.

Step 5: Get your EIN from the IRS
Get your Employer Identification Number (EIN) from the IRS for free at https://www.irs.gov/ein.

Step 6: Keep your LLC in good standing
File an Annual Report with DORES every year. The fee is $75. It is due on the last day of the
month in which the business was formed, every year. This filing confirms your registered agent
and address. Failure to file can result in revocation. The filing obligation applies even if no State
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notice is received.

No minimum or franchise tax applies to LLCs as such. However, an LLC classified as a
partnership that has New Jersey-source income or losses and MORE THAN TWO owners owes
a partnership filing fee of $150 per owner (reported on Form NJ-1065) plus a prepayment for the
next year; single- and two-member LLCs are not subject to it.

Frequently asked questions

How much does it cost to file an LLC in New Jersey?
The filing fee is $100 when filing online.

When is the annual report due?
The Annual Report is due on the last day of the month in which the business was formed, every
year.

Is there a franchise tax for LLCs in New Jersey?
No minimum or franchise tax applies to LLCs as such. However, an LLC classified as a
partnership that has New Jersey-source income or losses and MORE THAN TWO owners owes
a partnership filing fee of $150 per owner (reported on Form NJ-1065) plus a prepayment for the
next year; single- and two-member LLCs are not subject to it.

Can I serve as my own registered agent?
Yes, the registered agent can be the business owner or someone else, but must have a New
Jersey address. The LLC must continuously maintain an office in New Jersey and an agent for
service of process (N.J.S.A. 42:2C-14).

What happens if I do not file my annual report?
Failure to file can result in revocation. The filing obligation applies even if no State notice is
received.

Want us to file it for you? $249 plus state fees.

Want the whole business set up? Book a call with BusinessOwner.com.

Sources
Official sources, last verified September 15, 2026:

•  State of NJ - Online Business Entity Filing
https://www.njportal.com/DOR/BusinessFormation/

•  P.L. 2026, c.024 (A5325)
https://pub.njleg.gov/Bills/2026/AL26/24_.HTM
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•  Register Your Business | Business.NJ.gov
https://business.nj.gov/pages/register-your-business

•  Taxes and Annual Report | Business.NJ.gov
https://business.nj.gov/pages/filings-and-accounting

•  State of NJ - Department of the Treasury - Division of Revenue Additional Information
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/revenue/additionalinformation.shtml

•  pub.njleg.gov: 50_.PDF
https://pub.njleg.gov/bills/2012/PL12/50_.PDF

•  State of NJ - Department of the Treasury - Division of Taxation, Director John J. Ficara
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/partnotice.shtml

•  IRS: Get an employer identification number
https://www.irs.gov/ein

Disclaimer: BusinessOwner.com is not a law firm, does not give legal or tax advice, and is not affiliated with any
government agency. This guide is general information, not advice for your situation. Talk to an attorney or CPA about
your specific circumstances.
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